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years of oppression and hardship. First came the Turks.
On Vidov-Dan, 1389, an army of Serbs, Albanians and
Croats was terribly crushed at Kossovo, and submerged
under the Turkish flood. But from the field of battle
there rose up a Serb hero who penetrated to the victorious
Sultan's tent and there slew him, as the hateful oppressor
of the Slav peoples. So the anniversary of Kossovo be-
came a great day in the Serb calendar: Vidov-Dan was a
day of sorrow for the national defeat of 1389, but a day of
rejoicing for the assassination of the cruel foreign op-
pressor.3 For more than four centuries after Kossovo the
greater part of the Serb people lived and suffered under
Turkish rule. Some Serbs, for obvious reasons of conven-
ience, abandoned Greek Orthodoxy for Mohammedanism,
especially in Bosnia, and remained Moslems ever after-
wards.
Austria was the European Power which first brought
to the Serbs some relief, and caused the Turkish flood to
recede. It was Prince Eugene, with his Hapsburg army,
who recaptured Belgrade in 1717 and helped arouse in the
Serbs a longing for independence from Turkish misrule.
When Hapsburg troops had to retreat twenty years later,
many Serb peasants followed on the soldiers' heels to es-
cape servitude under the Sultan. They settled north of
the Danube in the southern fringe of the Hapsburg lands.
There they lived and multiplied and were joined by other
fugitives from south of the Danube, At first these Serb
settlers were well treated by their new rulers, and were
appreciated as good soldiers to defend the country against
the Turks. But in the later eighteenth century Roman
Catholic propaganda and economic oppression by feudal
Magyar landlords made existence so bitter for the Serb
settlers that many preferred to escape back to their brothers
3 Vidov-Dan, St. Vitus's Day, June 15/28, 1914, the day of the Arch*
duke's assassination, was the 525th anniversary of the Battle of Kossovo.